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SUBJECT: INTELLIGENCE ON VIET NAM AND CAMBODIA 

REF: (A) STATE 228329 (B) MANILA 6190 (C) CINCPAC 272244Z 

1. WE AGREE THAT INTELLIGENCE CONCERNING VIETNAM AND 
CAMBODIA WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO AT LEAST THE ABOVE 
ADDRESSEES. ALTHOUGH THE REPORTS MENTIONED IN REF A AND 
REF C WILL BE OF HELP, WE BELIEVE THAT A WEEKLY TELEGRAM 
WHICH IS BASED PRIMARILY ON AN ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS (FBIS) WITH THE ADDITION OF INFORMATION 
DERIVED FROM ALL SOURCES, INCLUDING FROM EXISTING 
LIAISON WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS, WOULD BE HELPFUL IN 
GIVING A COORDINATED OVERVIEW. SUCH A MESSAGE CAN BE 
WRITTEN ONLY IN WASHINGTON; OCI IS THE ASPECT OF THE 
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY WHICH HAS THE MOST AND THE BEST 
ASSETS TO PREPARE SUCH A REPORT. IT WOULD PROBABLY IN 
EFFECT BE MERELY A REWORKING OF MATERIAL ALREADY 
PRODUCED BY OCI INTO A FORMAT TO SUIT THE NEEDS OF SUCH 
ADDRESSEES. WE WOULD EXPECT IT TO SUBSTITUTE, IN A 
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DRV BI WEEKA AND THE PHNOM PENH WEEKA. 

2. WHILE HELPFUL AS BACKGROUND, POUCHED EA/VN AND 
EA/LC STATUS REPORTS AND INR REPORTS WILL NOT PROVIDE 
THE INFORMATION NEEDED SUFFICIENTLY RAPIDLY TO FULFILL 
THE NEEDS CITED IN REF B OR OUR OWN HERE. 

3. WE SHALL CONTINUE OUR TOUR D'HORIZON DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE QUAI, BUT WE SHOULD EMPHASIZE TO ADDRESSEES 
THAT THESE CONVERSATIONS ARE DESIGNED-BY THE GOF AS 
WELL AS OURSELVES-AS AN EXCHANGE, PRIMARILY OF VIEWS 
OF OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS AND AN EXPLANATION OF POLICIES. 
WHILE INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION IS PROVIDED BY THE 
FRENCH IN THE COURSE OF THESE CONVERSATIONS, IT IS NOT 
NOW THE BASIC PURPOSE OF THE TALKS WITH THE FRENCH 
EQUIVALENT OF AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY. CERTAINLY THESE 
CONVERSATIONS DO NOT CONSTITUTE A FULL COVERAGE OF THE 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ALL ASPECTS OF THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT. IN ADDITION, WE ARE EXPECTED BY THE QUAI 
TO DRAW ON U.S. INFORMATION AND ANALYSES TO HOLD UP 
OUR END OF A DIALOGUE; THIS WILL BE POSSIBLE ONLY IF 

WE RECEIVE A TELEGRAPHIC REPORT SUCH AS THAT DESCRIBED 
ABOVE. FINALLY, WE SHOULD NOTE THAT THE FRENCH WILL 
PROBABLY CONTINUE TO HAVE THEIR OWN VERY PECULIAR WAY 
OF VIEWING EVENTS IN INDOCHINA AND ALSO OF PRESENTING 
IT TO THE U.S.-IN OTHER WORDS, WE ARE NOT LIKELY TO 
GET ENTIRELY OBJECTIVE REPORTS, PARTICULARLY IF WE 
CANNOT CHALLENGE THE MOST TENDENTIOUS OF FRENCH 
PRESENTATIONS WITH FACTS DERIVED INDEPENDENTLY. 

4. WHEN THE FRENCH ARE SERVING AS THE PROTECTING POWER 
FOR U.S. INTERESTS IN SVN, IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO ASK 
THEM TO PROVIDE WRITTEN REPORTS. THIS WOULD RESULT 

IN A GREAT INCREASE IN INFORMATION OVER WHAT WE CAN 
CURRENTLY EXPECT FROM PERIODIC CONVERSATIONS AT THE 
QUAI. WE WOULD NO DOUBT BE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE AT 
LEAST SOME FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE FRENCH ESTABLISH- 
MENT IN SAIGON, WHICH WOULD THEN IN PART BE WORKING 
FOR THE U.S. USG SHOULD NOW CONSIDER WHETHER AND WHEN 
WE MIGHT MAKE SUCH A REQUEST. 
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